How the Moose Lost her Horns
Dat’o Deniye bedé begh3 hule 2aja

Story inspired by a Dene legend told by Pat Martel
Yunizi honie
Behoni Pat Martel

Cast: Narrator 1 and Narrator 2
Bull Moose - deniyane
Cow Moose - deniye ts’uda

Sucker Fish - deldélé
Chorus (all other students) teens -

Denegothe Ba ?eréhtl’is Behonettén Ha

Narrator 1: A long time ago the cow moose and the Bull Moose both had beautiful horns.

Yunizi 2atthé deniye ts’'udau deniyaneo 2edé hayélya m

Narrator 2: They could take the horns off just like hats.
Bedé hayéle haduwele ts’ah hanele K'1z1.

Narrator 1: One summer day a bull moose and a cow moose were walking through the
bush. They were looking for some tall green grass to eat.

La dzine sine ku deniyaneu deniye ts'uda dechén yaghe
dzeghezas. T’anchay lath’1 tloghe goth nenéth neshé
sheghétih ka kaghélzih

Narrator 2: They stopped at a big blue lake.
Tu cho déhtl’és ga nelzas.

Cow Moose: I'm so hot and I want something to eat. First [ will take off my horns.
“Seba edu duwéa shésti horészi. Sedé hast’'ih ha.”

Bull Moose: No. Don’t do that. The creator said to care for our beautiful horns
?1le, hahtuine sana. Niottsine nuedé begh3solthéni zeté
bek’eghilni haza nuwein.

Cow Moose: [ will be careful. I'll put them on this rock beside the lake.
?ete ts’éthie nisle ha. ]Ja tucho gha tthé k’e niesza ha.
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The cow moose found some tall green grass and started to eat.
Deniye ts'uda t'anchay lath’1 tloghe goth nenéth neshé
yegha shéti.

She soon forgot about her horns.
Thile t'a bedé nalnile.

A big sucker fish was swimming in the water close by.
He saw the moose eating the tall green grass.

Deldélcho nidhile tseghebjhu deniye ts'ada t'anchay
lahti ttogh nenéth gh3j shetih ghezia.

This made the sucker hungry for some food.

Dir1 hezisi deldéle bér badhie 2ajah.

I'm so hungry. What's that on the rock? It's shiny and bright.
Dak’eduwe s1. Edlaghe tthe K’e the?3-a. Bek’esarediu
benat’:.

The sucker fish swam up to take a look.

Deldélé yenétz1 ha tthe ga nib.

It's the cow moose’s horns. She has forgotten about them.
I'll teach the moose a lesson and eat its shiny horns.

Deniye ts'uda bedé 2at’e k’és1. Bedé yenalniléa. Deniye
habenestén has) bedé besarendi benatj hésnai ha.

The sucker fish opened its mouth wide.

Deldélé beda dekoth dahariza.

The horns were too big for the sucker that the sucker couldn’t swallow the
horns.

Ts'udadé Deldélda 23z1 nechaa deldéle tthuu denidé
yélna ha horénile

The sucker fish swam into shallow water

Deldélé tu taritthile yébi

The sucker fish twisted and turned. The horns were stuck.
Deldélé tu yé dzénaréghithu nahalthere. Deni ts’udadé
Deldélda ye nétkéth.
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The sucker fish swan into deep water.

Deldéle tu taritha yébih.

The sucker fish twisted and turned. The horns were stuck 1n his throat.
Deldéle dzénaréghithu nahalthere. Denidé zely bek’aze
ye netkéth.

Finally, the sucker swam far away to the bottom of the lake.

K’athi, deldélé yuwe nidha nihbi tucho betta ts’én.

The sucker fish twisted and turned. The horns were stuck.
Deldéle dzénaréghithu nahalthere. ?ely denidé bek’aze
yé netkéth.

Soon the cow moose came back to the rock.

Tthilet'u Deniye ts’uda tthe ghg nija

Where are my horns?

Sedé si
(Looks one way) Where are my shiny horns?

(taskéth nélziun) Edlizi sedé bek’e sarjdih théz3-a

(Looks another way) Where are my bright horns?
(Naskéth netz1) Edline sedé benat’ih théz3-u

The cow moose could not find its horns.

Deniye ts’uda bedé ttha hatza.

Oh no! I've lost my beautiful horns.

A‘IEE! Sedé benatih seghg zaitdél sij.

The cow moose lost its horns forever.

K’ettjz1 ha deniye ts’udadé ?3yetdél.

And to this day the cow moose horns are still stuck in the throat of the
sucker fish.

D¢di dzine ts’én Deniye ts'udadé 2aly deldélek’ase ye
nétkéth.



