How the Moose Lost her Horns Story inspired by a Dene legend told by Pat
Martel — Translated by Ted Tsetta
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Narrator 1: Whah eko, dendits’e, eyits’o dendizhg | A long time ago the

?itaa gits’o edé wenaat'). cow moose and the
Bull Moose both had
beautiful horns.

Narrator 2: Ts'ah lani, gits'g edé hagechih They could take the

horns off just like
hats.

Narrator 1: ?imbe k'e agot'e, dendits'é eyits'o One summer day a
dendi zhg, dechjni asii shéget) bull moose and a
hak'egeét'). COW moose were

walking through the
bush. They were
looking for some tall
green grass to eat.

Narrator 2: Ti necha, dehtt'e shi wegaa They stopped at a
nageéwoh. big blue lake.

Cow Moose: Segha edidii eyits'o asii wegho sheét) I’'m so hot and | want
ha dehwhg. T'akwetg sets'go ede something to eat.
haechih. First | will take off

my horns.

Bull Moose: ?lle, haole nileh. Gonohts) dihadi, No. Don’t do that.
Naxits'Q edé wehoahdih. The creator said to

care for our beautiful
horns

Cow Moose: ?etii wehoehdi ha. Tamba gaa whe?g | | will be careful. I'll

ahte ha.

put them on this
rock beside the lake.




Narrator 1: Dendits'e asii yegho The cow moose found
shét) ha, tto goj?9. some tall green grass

and started to eat.

Narrator 2: Ekot'l wets'g ede yenandi | She soon forgot about
nileh. her horns.

Narrator 1: Dedori (t1 weyii) k'embe, | A big sucker fish was
gowaa nileh. Dend tto swimming in the water
wegho shetj. close by.

He saw the moose eating
the tall green grass.

Narrator 2: Eyii wet'a mbo wa?ewi This made the sucker
aja. hungry for some food.

Sucker Fish: Deedi dii, ey! ayii neh. I’'m so hungry. What's
Asil wek'e saede éneh. that on the rock? It's

shiny and bright.

Narrator 1: Dedori yets'o gowaa The sucker fish swam up
njleh aja. to take a look.

Sucker Fish: Dendits'e dets'g edé It's the cow moose’s
yenandi nileh. Wets'o horns. She has forgotten
ede hot'e noh. Eyii dendi | about them.
hawehto ha, wets'o ede I'll teach the moose a
wek'e saéde shi wegh'Q | lesson and eat its shiny
shét) ha. horns.

Narrator 1: Dedori dewad necha The sucker fish opened
dyijla. its mouth wide.

Narrator 2: Edé wegha necha dii, The horns were too big
yegho shét) ha dii. for the sucker. The

sucker couldn’t swallow
the horns.

Narrator 1: Dedori tagojwha nileh The sucker fish swam
ts'Qo naem;. into shallow water

Chorus: Dedor tf'ak'e at'), haat'). | The sucker fish twisted

Edeé eniikw'o.

and turned. The horns
were stuck.




Narrator 2: Dedori tagojwha ts'g The sucker fish swam
naemj. into deep water.

Chorus: Dedor tf'ak'e at'), haat'). | The sucker fish twisted
Edé eniikw'o. and turned. The horns

were stuck.

Narrator 1: K'onaa Finally, the sucker swam
dedori tagojwha ts'o far away to the bottom of
naemj. the lake.

Chorus: Dedor tf'ak'e at'), haat'). | The sucker fish twisted
Edé eniikw'o. and turned. The horns

were stuck.

Narrator 2: Dendits'é tamba kwe Soon the cow moose
whela ts'Q naem;. came back to the rock.

Cow Moose: Sets'o ede laédih? Where are my horns?

Cow Moose: (Dide ts'g (Looks one way) Where
k'eet')) Sets'g ede wek'e | are my shiny horns?
saede welaid?

Cow Moose: Sets'o ede wek'e saede | Where are my bright
welaidi? horns?

Narrator 1: Dendits'e wets'q edée The cow moose could not
goiza hadii. find its horns.

Cow Moose: Sets'g ede wenaati Oh no! I've lost my
wiileh. beautiful horns.

Narrator 2: Ats'ots'o wets'o The cow moose lost its
ede wiileh aja. horns forever.

Narrator 1: Didze ts'Q, dendits'e And to this day the cow

wets'o ede, eyii i dedori
wewayli niikw'o.

moose horns are still
stuck in the throat of the
sucker fish.




